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MESSAGE 
 
 
Occasion  : Morning Worship 
Date  : January 1, 2017 
 
TITLE  : THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD 
Text/s  : 
 
Luke 4:17-21 
17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it was written, 
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath 
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 
KJV 
 
Ps 65:11 
11 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness. 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:10 
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:19-22 
19 Quench not the Spirit. 
20 Despise not prophesyings. 
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible reading : 
 
Eph 5:1-21 
1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 
2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour. 
3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh 
saints; 
4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. 
5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the 
children of disobedience. 
7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 
8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 
9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 
12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. 
13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is 
light. 
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14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 
15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 
18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 
19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord; 
20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s  : 
 

 God Leads Us Along 
 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 Living by Faith 

 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Eph 5:10 
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:19-22 
19 Quench not the Spirit. 
20 Despise not prophesyings. 
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
KJV 
 
Luke 4:17-21 
17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it was written, 
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath 
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 
KJV 
 
Ps 65:11 
11 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness. 
KJV 
 
 
The acceptable year 
 

Luke 4:17-21 
17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, 
he found the place where it was written, 
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he 
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
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19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them 
that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 
KJV 
 
Isa 61:1-4 
61 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 
2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
that mourn; 
3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. 
4 And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair 
the waste cities, the desolations of many generations. 
KJV 
 
Isa 61:2 
2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that 
mourn; 
KJV 
 
Ps 65:11-12 
11 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness. 
12 They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every side. 
KJV 
 
Ps 103:1-5 
103 Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 
3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 
5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
KJV 
 
Lam 3:22-23 
22 It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 
23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 
KJV 
 
Neh 10:35 
35 And to bring the firstfruits of our ground, and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto 
the house of the Lord: 
KJV 
 
Gen 8:22 
22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and 
day and night shall not cease. 
KJV 
 
 

A) Acceptable reactions to burdens in life acceptable to God (endure with faith and 
patience all tribulations and persecutions) 
 
1 Peter 2:18-23 
18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to 
the froward. 
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19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 
20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 
21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow his steps: 
22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 
23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 1:4-10 
4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your 
persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 
5 Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of 
the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: 
6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; 
7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, 
8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: 
9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power; 
10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 
(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:20 
20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 4:12-16 
12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: 
13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God 
resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 
15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in 
other men's matters. 
16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf. 
KJV 
 
 

B) Acceptable conduct, behavior, decisions, testimonies 
 

Prov 21:3 
3 To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 5:4 
4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to 
requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God. 
KJV 
 
Ps 101:2 
2 I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within 
my house with a perfect heart. 
KJV 
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Mark 12:28-34 
28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he 
had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 
29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God 
is one Lord: 
30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 
31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these. 
32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and 
there is none other but he: 
33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and 
with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices. 
34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the 
kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question. 
KJV 
 
1 Sam 15:22-23 
22 And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because 
thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 
KJV 
 
Prov 15:8-9 
8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord: but the prayer of the upright is his 
delight. 
9 The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the Lord: but he loveth him that followeth after 
righteousness. 
KJV 
 
Isa 1:11-20 
11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt 
offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, 
or of he goats. 
12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? 
13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, 
the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 
14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am 
weary to bear them. 
15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many 
prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood. 
16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do 
evil; 
17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 
widow. 
18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 
20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. 
KJV 
 
Mic 6:6-8 
6 Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before 
him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give 
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
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8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
KJV 
 
Matt 5:22-24 
22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but 
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought 
against thee; 
24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. 
KJV 
 

 

C) The acceptable stewardship and service 
 

Rom 12:1-2 
12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
KJV 
 
Rom 14:17-18 
17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. 
18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:3-8 
3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith. 
4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 
5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 
7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, 
with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:18 
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent 
from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 4:7 
7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now 
if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 2:4 
4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as 
pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 4:1-2 
1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 



7 | P a g e  
 

2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 
KJV 

 
 

D) Acceptable prayers 
 

Ps 19:14 
14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, 
my strength, and my redeemer. 
KJV 
 
Prov 10:32 
32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh 
frowardness. 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:22 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in his sight. 
KJV 
 
James 4:2-3 
2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye 
have not, because ye ask not. 
3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 
KJV 
 
1 John 5:14 
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he 
heareth us: 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:22 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in his sight. 
KJV 
 
James 1:6 
6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 
with the wind and tossed. 
KJV 

 
Ps 69:13 
13 But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O Lord, in an acceptable time: O God, in the multitude of 
thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy salvation. 
KJV 
 
Isa 49:8 
8 Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I 
helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the 
earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 2:1-4 
2 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
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KJV 
 
 

E) Acceptable offering, sacrifice  
 

Rom 15:16 
16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that 
the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 
KJV 
 
Acts 10:9-28 
9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon 
the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: 
10 And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a 
trance, 
11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet 
knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: 
12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, 
and fowls of the air. 
13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. 
14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. 
15 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou 
common. 
16 This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven. 
17 Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the 
men which were sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate, 
18 And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there. 
19 While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. 
20 Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them. 
21 Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I 
am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come? 
22 And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report 
among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his 
house, and to hear words of thee. 
23 Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and 
certain brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 
24 And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, and had called 
together his kinsmen and near friends. 
25 And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him. 
26 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man. 
27 And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many that were come together. 
28 And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep 
company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any 
man common or unclean. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:18 
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent 
from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:5 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:20 
20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 
KJV 
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Eph 5:10 
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 5:4 
4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to 
requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God. 
KJV 
 
 

F) Acceptable time of response 
 
2 Cor 6:2 
2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured 
thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 
KJV 
 
Isa 49:8 
8 Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I 
helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the 
earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; 
KJV 
 
Heb 4:7 
7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day 
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
KJV 
 
Heb 3:13 
13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. 
KJV 
 
Heb 3:7 
7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 
KJV 
 
Prov 27:1 
27 Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth. 
KJV 
 
 

G) Acceptable lives 
 
Rom 12:1 
12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:23 
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:1-3 
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. 
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
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3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
KJV 


